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Inflector

Normalize names, keys, and query result columns

DUCKDB / QUICK REFERENCE

T

INSTALL inflector FROM community;

Install & load LOAD inflector;

o1 Ata glance

Apply consistent naming conventions to strings, struct keys, or

every column of a query. Combine case conversion with English
inflection helpers when cleaning imported schemas, generating
identifiers, or shaping data for another system.

Mixed names — Choose aformat — Consistent shape

02 Core SQL surface

inflect(format, value)

Transform a string or rename keys in a struct.

FROM inflect(format, (query))

Rename all result columns from a query.

inflector_to_snake_case(text)

Convert a single name to snake_case.

inflector_to_camel_case(text)

Convert a single name to camelCase.

inflector_to_table_case(text)

Build a plural snake_case table name.

inflector_to_plural(word)
Apply English pluralization rules.

inflector_to_singular(word)

Apply English singularization rules; check irregular edge cases.

03 Keep in mind

Select the shape you mean

inflect changes string contents, struct field names, or result
column names according to the input type. Values inside a
renamed struct or query remain unchanged. Common formats
include snake, camel, pascal, and kebab.

0« Normalize nested data keys

SELECT inflect('snake', {
'firstName': 'Ada‘',
'lastName': 'Lovelace'

55

-- {first_name: Ada, last_name: Lovelace}

Pass a STRUCT; field names change while their values stay intact.

05 Rename a complete result

SELECT * FROM inflect('snake', (
SELECT 'Ada' AS firstName,
'Lovelace' AS lastName
));

-- columns: first_name, last_name

Replace the inner SELECT with your import or transformation query.

o6 Derive table and word names

SELECT inflector_to_table_case('UserAccount');
-- user_accounts
SELECT inflector_to_plural('person');

-- people
SELECT inflector_to_singular('people');
-- person

Use scalar helpers for individual naming decisions.

07 In practice

Check English edge cases

Inflection is English-specific and is not always reversible. Fixed
v1.5 builds singularize people to person and children to child;
older ac9b69f leaves these unchanged. Validate the vocabulary
and acronym conventions that matter to your data.
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